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ANCASTRIAN  SERVED   IN  TWO  CABINET  POSTS 


HARRISON 


LINCOLN 


JOHNSON 


TAYLOR 


airfield  Prosecutor  Became  \ 
\Adviser  To  Four  Presidents   l 

!£&££&$» Zachary  TayIor'  **4&M . 

|  gmnmg  with  Founders   Day  Feb     celebrate  its  150th  birthday,  b«    . 

i  T.ittle  material  is  available : 
concerning  Hunter.  However  it 
is  known  that  he  studied  law  at 
Lancaster,  following  graduation 
from  Ohio  University,  and  died 
in   1816  in  Pickaway  County 

Ewing,  the  son  of  a  Revolu- 
tionary War  officer,  was  born  at 
west  Liberty,  Ohio  County  Vir- 
ginia, on  Dec.  25,  1789.  Three 
years  later  his  family  moved  to 
Marietta,    O.     After    moving    to 

various  places  in  the  Ohio  Coun 

try,  they  finally  settled  in  what 

is  now  Ames  Township  in  Athens 

County.  They  were  the  first  set- 
I  tiers  in  Ames  Township. 

During    his    boyhood,    Thomas 

Ewing    attended   school   verv  ir- 
regularly.  However,   he   was   an 

avid  reader  and  had  a  remark- 
able   memory.       The    source    of 

™uch  °*  his  reading  was  the 

famous  "Coonskin  Library."  This 

library  was  purchased  with  coon- 

skrns  because  money  was  scarce 

in  the  new  country. 


THOMAS     EWING 


.  Long  scaooi  Day 
Ewing  paid  his  own  way  thru 
Ohio  University  by  working  at 
the  Kanhawa  Salt  Works,  which 
were  located  near  what  is  now 
Charleston,  W.  Va.  He  was  grant- 
ed a  bachelor's  degree  in  181'5 
and  ten  years  later,  in  1825,  was 
awarded  an  honorary  A.  M".  de- 
gree by  Ohio  University.  He  serv- 
ed as  a  member  of  the  board  of 
trustees  of  OU  1824-1832. 

During  the  days  ivhen  Thomas 
Ewing  attended  the  University  in 
Athens,  the  school  day  was  16 
hours  long.  The  daily  riutine 
started  with  morning  praypfs  and 
breakfast  from  5  a.  m.  i  >ntil  6 
a.  m.  This  was  followed  (by  an 
hour  of  study  and  recitat'bn  and 
study  until  noon.  Classes  were 
held  until  evening  prayers  and 
then  continued  until  9  p.  m.  by 
candle  light.  The  course  of  study 
included  Greek,  Latin,  mathema- 
tics, rhetoric,  logic,  geography, 
and  natural  and  moral  philos- 
ophy. 

After  graduation,  Ewing  stud- 
ied law  under  Gen.  Philemon 
Beecher  in  Lancaster  for  13  mon- 
ths. In  August,  1816,  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar. 

For  a  time  he  was  prosecuting 
attorney  in  Fairfield  County. 
While  in  office  he  successfully 
prosecuted  a  gang  of  counter- 
feiters and  horse  thieves.  In  one 
instance,  he  personally  seized 
several  members  of  the  gang. 
Ewing  was  well  able  to  do  this 
since  he  was  a  powerful  man, 
standing  over  six  feet  and  weigh- 
ing over  200  pounds. 

Ewing,  in  1830,  began  the  po- 
litical career  that  was  to  elevate 
him  to  the  position  of  presidental 
adviser  to  four  chief  executives. 
In  that  year  he  was  elected  to 
the  U.  S.  Senate  on  the  Whig 
ticket. 

He  was  not  reelected  in   1837 


and  returned  to  his  law  practice 
in  Lancaster. 

In  1841  he  was  appointed  Sec- 
retary of  Treasury  by  William 
Henry  Harrison.  At  the  end  of 
Harrison's  term,  Ewing  again  re- 
turned to  his  law  practice  until,  j 
in  1849,  President  Taylor  select- 
ed  him  to  organize  the  new  de-  ' 
partment  of  Interior  and  be  its 
secretary. 

Sons  Become  General 

He  lost  this  job  in  1850,  but 
was  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy 
in  the  Senate.  In  1861  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  represent  Ohio  at  the 
Peace  Commission  in  Washing- 
ton. During  this  time,  he  became 
a  trusted  adviser  to  Lincoln. 

In  addition,  he  was  an  adviser 
to  Andrew  Johnson  during  his 
administration. 

All  but  one  of  E wing's  sons 
became  generals  during  the  Civil 
War.  His  son-in-law  was  Gen. 
W.  T.  Sherman,  who  is  famous 
for  his  march  thru  Georgia. 

Ewing  died  at  Lancaster  at  the 
age  of  63. 


